
HAPPY 229th 
BIRTHDAY MARINES!
Learn the history of celebrating this proud occasion.
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SWAMPED!

 S S. S D
Press chief

A military policeman fi nishing a 12-hour 
shift  rescued a civilian employee aft er she 
drove her car into a fl ooded subway early 

Oct. 27, about 300 feet from Gate 4, the depot’s 
main entrance.

Rosa Maria Miranda, a new scullery worker 
at the recruit mess hall, said she would have 
drowned if Lance Cpl. Daniel Walker, 27, did not 
come to her aid. Miranda began employment one 
month ago. 

SEE Flood, pg. 7

MP rescues woman 
from flood; 3 cars lost 
at depot’s main gate

James Birdsell, a San Diego Lifeguard Service river 
rescue worker, surveys the flooded subway that 
claimed three vehicles near Marine Corps Recruit 
Depot San Diego’s main entrance Oct. 27. As rains 
died and flood levels dropped, Birdsell helped 
wreckers and police officials retrieve the cars. 

A car shows its roof under the Witherby Street subway leading to the depot. Staff Sgt. 
Scott Dunn/Chevron photos

As we gather aboard the Depot and 
throughout the Western Recruiting Region 
to celebrate the 229th birthday of our be-
loved Corps, I off er my congratulations and 
best wishes to all the Marines of this storied 

command. Th e legacy of those 
many fi ne Marines who have 
gone before us has set a high 
standard; a standard entrust-
ed to us to recruit, to train for 
and to personally maintain; a 
standard our nation has come 
to expect and respect.

Since our inception, when 
the Second Continental Congress created 
a Corps of Marines to defend the nation 
and to fi ght for liberty and democracy, we 
have represented and advanced our found-
ing fathers’ ideals and interests at home and 

around the globe. For over two centuries, 
our Corps has been synonymous with the 
highest virtues of loyalty, service and deter-
mination as well as with military effi  ciency 
and war fi ghting spirit. From the Barbary 
Coast to the far reaches of the Pacifi c, on 
the snowcapped mountains of Korea, in the 
sweltering jungles of Vietnam and across 
the vast Arabian desert, our Marines have 
exemplifi ed the values of honor, courage 
and commitment … the cornerstones of the 
individual Marine and of our Corps. Th ey 
have done so magnifi cently in peacetime and 
in confl ict alike.

As we celebrate our proud history, enjoy 
our rich traditions, and honor those who 
have gone before us, let us also look ahead. 
Th is is particularly important as we enter 
the third year of our Global War on Terror-

ism and as fellow Marines continue to fi ght 
and sacrifi ce in Iraq and Afghanistan. Th ose 
courageous individuals who sacrifi ced with 
blood and sweat, both past and present, em-
body Major General Lejeune’s “eternal spirit 
that animates our Corps.” Th at spirit is not 
in word or in print; but rather it is embla-
zoned in the heart of each of us. Th at spirit 
is also the touchstone that binds us together 
– former Marines, present Marines, and 
future Marines. Let us therefore continue, on 
this our 229th birthday, all those traditions 
that will kindle that eternal spirit, and light 
our way and direct our steps into our bright 
future. 

Today, the men and women who serve 
our Corps are dedicated, intelligent, and 
faithful – the best America has to off er, the 
next greatest generation. Together with 

our families, our Navy shipmates and our 
civilian employees, we continue to forge an 
unbeatable team. As we celebrate our 229th 
birthday, let us refl ect on our past, enjoy our 
current camaraderie and look eagerly into 
the future. Let us rejoice in our Corps’ time-
less spirit. Let us also reconnect ourselves to 
recruiting and training the best our nation 
has to off er to join us on our Corps’ journey. 
Th is is our day, Marines. Celebrate with 
pride! Everyday is a holiday, every meal is a 
banquet and every formation is a family re-
union! Happy birthday and Semper Fidelis!

J. M. Paxton Jr.
Brigadier General, U.S. Marine Corps
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Paxton B-day message: Enjoy, honor, look ahead

 C. S M. T
Chevron staff 

One of every four Ameri-
cans is overweight or obese, 
yet many want to look, feel and 
perform better in their everyday 
lives. But sadly, the majority 
of Americans are looking for a 
quick fi x for wellness, nutrition 
and exercise, said Kenny Young, 
a personal trainer from Marine 
Corps Community Services.

Young’s “Stop the Confusion” 
seminar Oct. 27 at Phillips Hall 
taught lessons about healthy eat-
ing choices, reading food labels, 
diet myths, and performance 
supplements.

Young said confusion evolved 
from high-dollar marketing pro-
grams of food, diet, and sports 
supplement companies that pro-
mote “quick-fi x” solutions. For 
instance, many marketing strat-
egies have led people to follow 
the carbohydrate craze. Young 
said major restaurant fran-
chises jumped on the low-carb 
bandwagon when people started 
counting the carbohydrates, and 
their sales began to drop.

In Young’s straightforward 
approach to nutrition and fi t-
ness, he uses information from

SEE Stop, pg. 2

Trainer 
wants to stop 
confusion 
about fi tness
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LEGAL

Legal Assistance Offi  ce

Because of the continuing Global War on Ter-
rorism, Navy and Marine Corps units are deploy-
ing on a regular basis. Before deploying, one issue 
that oft en arises is whether or not the sailor or 
Marine needs a will. 

Note that a will is not necessary depending on 
your personal situation. Th e most important fac-
tors to consider are marital status and whether you 
have any children.

SINGLE
Single Marines and sailors may not need a will. 

As previously mentioned, every state has laws 
designating who will inherit your property if you 
should die without a will. Typically, if you are sin-
gle and do not have a will, the law designates your 
parents or siblings as primary benefi ciaries. Your 
property will not be left  to the state just because 
you do not have a will.

Even if you are single, however, having a will is 
recommended under three circumstances:

You may want to make a specifi c bequest. Th is 
means you want to give a certain piece of prop-
erty or collection to a specifi c person. Examples of 
specifi c bequests are: “I leave my car to my brother 
John,” and “I leave my gun collection to my friend 
Jake.” 

You may want to make a cash bequest. Th is 
means you want to leave a certain amount of 
money to a specifi c person. For example, if you 
want to leave $200 to your cousin Ryan, this is a 
cash bequest and would need to be spelled out in a 
will.

You may want to disinherit a family member or 
give a portion of your property to someone who 
is not a family member. In most states, if you are 
single and die without a will, your property will 
pass to your parents in equal shares (50 percent to 
mom and 50 percent to dad). If your parents have 
already passed away, depending on the state, your 
brothers and sisters or your grandparents could in-
herit your estate. If you do not want this to happen, 
you should write a will. 

MARRIED
If you are married, it is highly recommended 

that you and your spouse have a will. Having a will 
could save your spouse weeks or even months of 
court hassles and allow him or her to have access 
to your estate much more quickly.

CHILDREN
If you have children, it is highly recommended 

that you and your spouse have a will. Most im-
portantly, a will allows you to name the children’s 
guardian. A guardian is the person or people who 
will have physical child custody if something 
were to happen to both parents. You can name 
one person to be the guardian, or you can name 
two people to be co-guardians. Additionally, you 
can establish a trust for your children. When you 
establish the trust, you can designate who will be 
the trustee. The trustee is then required by law 
to manage the trust property in the best interest 
of the children until they are no longer minors. 
Moreover, you can determine the age at which 
children can obtain the money and whether the 
trustee will have the ability to access the money 
for the benefit of the children. Additional details 
can be obtained from your legal assistance officer.

 P. D M. G
Chevron staff 

Shopping bags bulged when interna-
tional wives from the Defense Attaché 
Spouses Orientation Program stopped by 
the Marine Corps Exchange Oct. 27 for 
an aft ernoon of shopping.

Th e Defense Intelligence Agency has 
organized the program to help diplomat-
ic and military spouses understand how 
the U.S. military operates. Th e program 
also gives these ladies the opportunity to 
see a small part of America, said Defense 
Intelligence Agency director Vice Adm. 
L. E. Jacoby.

More than 70 participants from 32 
countries represented the program. Th ey 
live in Washington, D.C., while their hus-
bands attend to military duties.

“I love the program. I have never been 
around a better group of ladies,” said Ma-
ria Giannopoulou, Greece. 

In addition to their depot visit, the 

Stop, from pg. 1 
the American Red Cross, the American 
Heart and Lung Association and other or-
ganizations that off er free advice on such 
issues. Meanwhile, the weight-loss indus-
try makes more than $50 billion a year. 

“Consumer reports found that there 
is more dissatisfaction in the diet in-
dustry than in any other they have ever 
researched,” said Young. “Th eir goal is 
to make you believe you can lose weight 
without eff ort or exercise, and they are 
winning.”

Young off ers three simple steps a per-
son can take to stop the confusion: eat the 
right foods; do moderate aerobic exercises, 
and do resistance training.

“Th e class was interesting,” said Lance 
Cpl. David Wilson, fi nance clerk, dispers-
ing center. “It brought a whole new light 
on about how we eat and how we train.”

“Th e class was very informative about 
health issues and exercise programs on 
losing weight, and staying healthy,” said 
Sgt. Roberto A. Jovel, travel clerk, Traf-
fi c Management Offi  ce. “I especially en-
joyed the information we received about 
pre- and post-workout drinks. Now I 
know what to look for before purchasing 
a supplement, and I am aware of the po-
tential risks of taking too much of certain 
supplements.”

For the workout gurus gulping down 

protein drinks before workouts, Young 
recommends something with no more 
than 21 grams of protein because that is all 
your body can use during a single feeding. 
Anything more is simply a waste of mon-
ey, and too much protein can cause kidney 
and liver problems. Young also said if peo-
ple are going to use protein supplements 
– whether buyer-blended or prepackaged 
– they should ensure it has a carbohydrate 
balance to match the proteins to maximize 
the eff ectiveness of the protein.

Perhaps the most startling of the semi-
nar’s topics was reading food labels.

“I had no idea that a can of soda has 
almost three-quarters of a cup of sugar in 
it!” said Jovel. “Aft er discovering what we 
learned about real peanut butter and the 
peanut butter that uses partially hydro-
genated oils, I was extremely happy that I 
was raised on the real stuff .”

Aft er his class, Young opened up for 
health and fi tness questions.

“Th e main goal of this class is to teach 
people there are no quick fi xes when it 
comes to health and fi tness,” said Young. 
“What we are striving for is a change in 
lifestyle that will allow a person to lead a 
healthy, vibrant life.”

Th ose interested in leaning more about 
Young’s “Stop the Confusion” seminars, 
should call the fi tness center at (619) 524-
4428. 

T oday more than 174,000 ac-
tive duty and 37,000 reserve 
Marines protect the United 

States of America. A signifi cant per-
centage of them deploy overseas to 
bravely serve our nation in hotbeds of 
violence like Iraq and Afghanistan. In 
today’s aggressive operational tempo, 
those not already forward deployed in 
combat zones are training in prepara-
tion for upcoming deployments. Th e 
Global War on Terrorism, most notably 
Operation Iraqi Freedom and Opera-
tion Enduring Freedom, have resulted 
in a sharp increase in injuries. Th ough 
training accidents still exist, severe 
combat injuries occur almost daily. In 
fact, Department of Defense statistics 
indicate 1,168 Marines wounded in 
Operation Iraqi Freedom from March 
19, 2003 through June 26. 

Th ese battle-injured heroes are 
returned to the United States aft er being 
stabilized at military hospitals in Ger-
many. Upon arrival in the United States, 
initial critical care is typically provided 
at the National Naval Medical Center in 
Bethesda, Maryland. Depending on the 
type and severity of the injuries, initial 
or continued hospitalization may occur 
at other military, civilian, or veteran 
hospitals located throughout the United 
States. Hospital stays can extend for 
months and follow-on rehabilitative 
care for years. 

Injury to a Marine causes an im-

mediate crisis for their entire family. 
Loved ones will travel at a moment’s 
notice, and oft en a great distance, to be 
at the bedside of their wounded Marine. 
Th ese hospital stays are almost never 
short. While they support their Marine, 
families stay in hotels, drive rental cars, 
pay for three meals a day and incur 
numerous additional living expenses. 
Th ese circumstances create an unex-
pected fi nancial hardship during what 
is already a stressful time. 

Th e Marine Corps goes above and 
beyond to support Marines and their 
families, but there are limits to the 
amount of funding available to accom-
modate the families of injured Marines. 
Th e Marine Corps can only provide 
fi nancial assistance to two family mem-
bers for a limited period of time. How-
ever, Marines typically need the support 
of more than two individuals over the 
course of their recovery. For example, a 
young married Marine with a wife and 
two small children may at fi rst require 
the support of his spouse. Eventually 
the Marine’s spouse must return home 
to care for the children and parents may 
step in to provide comfort to the injured 
Marine. As time passes, Mom and 
Dad may need to return to work and 
a sibling may arrive until the spouse 
can return again. Defense Department 
funding is not available to extended 
family members or for the reimburse-
ment of expenses for rental cars, long-

term child care, or lost income. 
May 18, 2004, a small group of con-

cerned Marine Corps spouses founded 
the Injured Marine Semper Fi Fund to 
provide fi nancial assistance nationwide 
to individual Marines and sailors and 
families of those injured serving our 
nation. 

Th e Injured Marine Semper Fi Fund 
provides fi nancial grants and other re-
sources to injured Marines, sailors, and 
their families. Th e fund works closely 
with the Marine Corps and military 
hospitals nationwide to identify and 
assess the needs of specifi c families. Its 
goal is to provide immediate and real 
fi nancial assistance to Marines, sailors 
and their families during this extraor-
dinarily stressful time. Th e hope is that 
by alleviating the fi nancial stresses of 
Marines and sailors, they and their 
families can focus on the important job 
of physical and emotional healing. 

FUND SPECIFICS: Th e Injured Ma-
rine Semper Fi Fund is a 501(c)(3), Tax 
ID Number: 26-0086305; tax-exempt 
organization and all donations are tax 
deductible.

Injured Marine Semper Fi Fund 
825 College Boulevard Suite 102 
PMB 609 
Oceanside, CA 92057

Source: Injured Marine Semper Fi Fund 

Marines,
In addition to your Combined Fed-

eral Campaign contribution this year, 
there is another new fund that missed 
the deadline for inclusion in this year’s 
CFC booklet. Th is is a separate charity 
donation from your CFC contribution 
this year. 

Th e San Diego CFC coordinator 
has blessed this fund; therefore, I want 
to alert you to this most-deserving 
fund. And know that if every Marine 
just gave something, then you would 
directly benefi t our local Marines 
recovering from Operation Iraqi Free-
dom injuries at Naval Medical Center 
San Diego (Balboa).

Please read the following article and 
consider a contribution to support your 
fellow injured Marines. We have inpa-
tients arrive daily from OIF II with vari-
ous injuries, and if you place yourself in 
their situations, you know that having 
family near to support you and take care 
of you while you recover is the greatest 
gift  one could hope for. Unfortunately, 
many family members cannot aff ord to 
fl y to California, pay for taxi travel or 
rent a car, food, lodging, child care, etc. 
to be with their injured Marine. 

Th at’s where your contribution 
comes in and provides immediate 
fi nancial assistance during this hard 
time. Please give to your fellow Ma-
rines in need. 

Maj. Charles E. Fuller,
Commanding Offi  cer,

Headquarters Company,
Headquarters and Service Battalion

Injured Marine Semper Fi Fund misses CFC deadline, 
but contributors can still help recovering warriors

Wills, estate planning depend on individual’s situation

WHAT IS A WILL?
A will is a legal document that takes effect when 

an individual dies. The primary purpose of the will 
is to dispose of property after the service member ’s 
death, according to his or her desires. 

A will allows the service member to make impor-
tant decisions regarding to whom his or her property 
will be distributed; how his or her estate will be 
shared among benefi ciaries; who will serve as the 
administrator of the estate; and who will serve as 
guardian of any children.

When an individual dies without a will – intestate 
– his or her estate is distributed according to the laws 
of the state where the deceased individual lived or 
where the property of the deceased is located. 

Typically, state laws distribute property to the 
deceased’s closest living relatives. A will, therefore, 
prevents the distribution of property from being gov-
erned by more than one state and allows the service 
member to make his or her own decisions regarding 
the distribution of their property.

Deciding whether or not to draft a will is very 
important. If you have any questions, please visit the 
Legal Assistance Offi ce to speak with one of our at-
torneys. The legal assistance attorneys can help you 
decide whether you need a will, and if necessary, draft 
a will that suits your personal situation.

 S S. S J
Los Angeles Public Aff airs

In most communities, playing in 
the mud is highly discouraged, unless 
of course, it is done to benefi t Toys For 
Tots. 

Th e Marine Corps League, in col-
laboration with the Marines and the 
city of Bakersfi eld, Calif., kicked off  the 
community’s largest event of the season 
with the eighth running of the 10K Volk-
slauf: “Th e Ultimate Challenge” Mud 
Run Oct 16.

Th e event raised approximately 
$15,000 dollars for Toys For Tots and 
other charities, according to 1st Sgt. 
Robert W. Breeden, company fi rst ser-
geant, inspector & instructor, Bulk Fuel 
Company A, 6th Engineer Support Bat-
talion, based in Bakersfi eld.

Retired Gunnery Sgt. R. Lee Ermey, 
host of the television show Mail Call on 
the History Channel, but best known for 
his taciturn portrayal of drill instruc-
tor Gunnery Sgt. Hartman in Stanley 
Kubrick’s Full Metal Jacket, served as the 
guest of honor.

Ermey donned his “smokey bear” drill 
instructor cover and brought Hartman’s 
incomparable and infamous character 
back to life to the delight of the crowd. 
Although Ermey kept his language 
mostly clean by strategically substitut-
ing four letter words and other “R-rated” 
expletives with kinder, gentler language, 
he still managed to get his point across 
and stay true to his character.

Prior to the start of the race, Ermey 
warmed up by shouting at three male 
radio personalities, who ran the fi nal 
stretch of the race.

“Any time ladies. We’re just waiting on 
you to get this race going,” Ermey barked 
as an audience of almost 4,000 cheered.

With 8,000 staring at them, and with 
the look of sheer exhaustion and regret 
on their faces, the radio personalities 
slowly inched their way toward the fi n-
ish line.

“You are pukes. You are the lowest 
forms of life on earth. Hurry up and get 
through that obstacle!” he barked with a 
verbal tirade not heard since Full Metal 
Jacket.

SEE Mud. pg. 8

International 
wives shop 
MC exchange

spouses visited military installations in 
Nebraska, Nevada, Maryland and South-
ern California.

“San Diego is a very beautiful city,” 
said Binnur Karatas, Turkey. “I have been 
here once before. I hope to come again.”

Other program highlights have in-
cluded dinner cruises and aircraft  ex-
hibits.

Marines, community 
get muddy for ‘Tots’

Binnur Karatas, Turkey, shops for purses 
during the Defense Attaché Spouses 
Orientation Program visit. Pfc. Dorian M. Gardner

A Marine gets muddy for “Tots” during one of the many obstacles of the 10-kilometer 
Volkslauf: The Ultimate Challenge in Bakersfield, Calif., Oct. 16. Staff Sgt. Sergio Jimenez/ LA PAO photos

R. Lee Ermey, host of the television show “Mail Call” on the History Channel, but best 
known for his taciturn portrayal of drill instructor Gunnery Sgt. Hartman in Stanley 
Kubrick’s Full Metal Jacket, surveys the crowd. Ermey was the Volkslauf guest of honor.
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Photo contest
Th e deadline for the 43rd Annual Na-

val and Maritime Photo Contest is Dec. 
31. Th e contest, sponsored by Navy Fed-
eral Credit Union, recognizes outstand-
ing photographers for their work on a 
naval or maritime theme.

Photos must be of a naval or nauti-
cal subject, not limited to calendar year 
of contest. Winning photographs have 
ranged from a dory at Mystic Seaport to 
Marines on ship.

Th e contest is open to both amateur 
and professional photographers. Win-
ning photographs will be published 
in the April 2005 issue of Proceedings 
magazine.

Winners will also receive a one-year 
membership in the Naval Institute, and 
the following cash prizes: First place: 
$500, second place: $350, third place: 
$250, honorable mentions: $100 (15 
awards).

Go to www.navalinstitute.org and 
select Contests on the site map for com-
plete contest rules.

Leaders requested to promote 
climate survey

Th e Marine Corps Climate Survey is 
a Marine Corps-wide survey that mea-
sures perceptions of organization and 
command climate, as well as experiences 
of discrimination and sexual harass-
ment. Th e survey is sponsored by the 
Manpower Equal Opportunity Branch, 
Manpower Plans and Policy Division, 
Manpower and Reserve Aff airs Depart-
ment, Headquarters U.S. Marine Corps. 

Th e success of eff orts in evaluating these 
areas depends on the individual Marine, 
regardless of rank, ethnicity or gender. 

Approximately 11,000 active duty Ma-
rines and 9,000 Marine reservists have 
been randomly selected to participate in 
the survey. For the data to be valid, it is 
important that those Marines complete 
and return it. 

Responses to the survey will be 
analyzed for diff erences among ethnic 
groups, between male and female Ma-
rines and between offi  cers and enlisted 
personnel. 

Leaders at all levels are asked to sup-
port this eff ort by encouraging those 
Marines randomly selected to participate 
and complete the survey. Th e survey ad-
dresses important issues that aff ect all 
Marines, and their quick response will 
ensure their opinions are refl ected in the 
fi ndings.

Depot blood drive and safety 
stand down

Th ere is a blood drive and safety 
stand down Nov. 23 at McDougall Hall. 
Th e blood drive starts at 11 a.m. and 
ends at 3 p.m.

Mexico border area liberty policy 
violation update

Th e San Diego Police Department 
routinely conducts Operation Safe Cross-
ing with the help of various local law 
enforcement agencies. Operation Safe 
Crossing is designed to deter underage 
drinking in Tijuana, Mexico.

All military personnel without their 
armed forces identifi cation cards will be 
denied entry into Mexico.

San Diego police will arrest any peo-
ple regardless of age coming back from 
Tijuana, who are too intoxicated to take 
care of themselves. Commander Navy 

Region Southwest Border Shore Patrol 
will maintain a visual presence and assist 
SDPD upon request in handling or tak-
ing custody of any military personnel.

Mexico liberty policies
Marine Corps Regional Order 1050 

requires that all Marines E-3 and be-
low have an out of bounds chit to go to 
Mexico. Regional order 1050 applies to 
all Marine personnel E-3 and below as-
signed here.

For more information, senior enlisted 
personnel and offi  cers may contact Mac 
Celso Rubalcaba via e-mail at rubalcaba
.celso@otc.cnrsw.navy.mil or (619) 428-
2427/1318.

Operation Homecoming
Operation Homecoming will run 

through Veteran’s Day, allowing return-
ing service members and up to four di-
rect dependents, a one-time, free entry 
to one of the Sea World, Busch Gardens 
or Sesame Place parks. Th e off er provides 
for one visit to one park only. 

Proof of deployment or overseas ser-
vice is required along with a valid De-
partment of Defense identifi cation and 
completed application form. Application 
forms will be available on-line and at 
park front gates.

Submit possible Chevron briefs via e-
mail to edward.guevara@usmc.mil. Th e 
Chevron staff  reserves the right to pub-
lish only those briefs that comply with 
Department of Defense regulations and 
the standards and regulations of the U.S. 
Government.

Cammies in order
Depot Marines and sailors have begun 

wearing the utility uniform Saturdays 
through Wednesdays and the Summer 
Service “C” uniform Th ursdays and Fri-
days. During weeks in which there is no 
recruit graduation, the utility uniform 
will be worn the entire week.

Personnel will wear the woodland 
utility uniform from November through 
April and the desert utility uniform from 
May through October.

Prevention and Relationship 
Enhancement Program

One-day workshops for the PREP 
program Fiscal 2005 are available every 
other month (Dec. 1, Feb. 16, April 27, 
June 22, Aug. 24) Wednesday from 8 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the Education Center, 
Bldg. 111.

PREP teaches couples how to commu-
nicate eff ectively and work as a team to 
preserve and enhance love, commitment 
and friendship, as well as solve problems 
and manage disagreements. Active duty 
members and their spouses or fi ancés, 
as well as civilian depot employees, are 
invited to attend. Priority will be given 
to active duty members and their spouses 
or fi ancés.  

Space is limited, and child care is 
available. Please sign up no later than one 
week before a workshop. 

For more information, call the Family 
Team Building offi  ce at (619) 524-0916 or 
(888) 718-3027.

Retiree Seminar
Th e Retired Military Personnel Semi-

nar and Resource Fair will be held at 
McDougall Hall here from 8:30 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Nov. 6. Th e seminar will address 
legislative updates and other information 
relevant to the retired military commu-
nity. Th ere will be approximately 1,500 
retired military personnel and families 
from all branches of the service.

Toys for Tots
Each year the Marine Corps Reserve 

fulfi lls the Christmas dreams of mil-
lions of the nation’s neediest children. 
Sadly, gift s always run out long before 
we run out of children. Please help your 
fellow Marines, who conduct the annual 
Toys for Tots Program, by donating to 
the Marine Toys for Tots Foundation. 
Look for us in the Children’s Charities 
Section of the Combined Federal Cam-
paign No. 1591.

Sportsman’s Club
Th e Sportsman’s Club of Camp 

Pendleton, Calif., is now open to depot 
personnel, active duty, retirees, reservists 
and Department of Defense employees. 
Th e club promotes and enriches hunting, 
fi shing and other outdoor activities. Offi  -
cials hold club meetings the second Tues-
day of every month at Building 25264 at 
Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton at 6:
30 p.m. For more information, check out 
the club Web site at http://thesportsman
sclub.netfi rms.com, call Master Sgt. John 
Cullen at (760) 725-7537 or e-mail him at 
cullenjr@pendleton.usmc.mil.

The U.S. Marine Corps 
begins preparations 
for its “birthday party” 
every summer. Activities 
become more feverish as 
the fall hues arrive. By 

early November, every Marine is either 
rehearsing his role in the “party” or 
pressing, polishing, and spit shining in 
order to appear at his or her best for the 
birthday ball. Th is has not always been 
the case, however. In fact, Marines have 
not always celebrated their founding on 
Nov. 10. 

Formal commemoration of the birth-
day of the Marine Corps began on Nov. 
10, 1921. Th at particular date was chosen 
because on that day the Second Conti-
nental Congress resolved in 1775 to raise 
two battalions of Continental Marines. 

Until 1921, the birthday of the Corps 
had been celebrated on another date. An 
unidentifi ed newspaper clipping from 
1918 refers to the celebration of the 120th 
birthday of the Marine Corps on July 
11 “as usual with no fuss.” It is doubt-
ful that there was any real celebration 
at all. Further inspection of documents 
and publications prior to 1921 shows 
no evidence of ceremonies, pageants, or 
parties. Th e July date was commemorated 
between 1798 and 1921 as the birthday 
of the Corps. During the Revolutionary 
War, Marines had fought on land and sea, 
but at the close of the revolution, the Ma-
rine Corps and the Navy were all but dis-
banded. On July 11, 1798, President John 
Adams approved a bill that recreated the 
Corps, thereby providing the rationale 
for this day being commemorated as the 
birthday of the U.S. Marine Corps. 

On October 21, 1921, Maj. Edwin Mc-
Clellan, offi  cer-in-charge of Headquarters 
Marine Corps’ historical section, sent a 
memorandum to Commandant of the 
Marine Corps Maj. Gen. John A. Lejeune, 
suggesting that the original birthday on 
Nov. 10, 1775 be declared a Marine Corps 
holiday to be celebrated throughout the 
Corps. McClellan further suggested that 
a dinner be held in Washington, D.C., to 
commemorate the event. Guests would 
include prominent men from the Marine 
Corps, Army, and Navy, and descendants 
of the Revolutionary War. 

Accordingly, on Nov. 1, 1921, Gen. 
Lejeune issued Marine Corps Order 47, 
Series 1921. Th e order summarized the 
history, mission, and tradition of the 
Corps, and directed that it be read to 
every command on Nov. 10 each subse-
quent year in honor of the birthday of the 
Marine Corps. Th is order has been duly 
carried out. 

Some commands expanded the 
celebration during the next few years. 
In 1923 at Fort Miffl  in, Pa., the celebra-
tion of the Marine Corps’ 148th birthday 
took the form of a dance in the barracks 
that evening. Marines at the Navy Yard, 
Norfolk, Va., staged a sham battle on the 
parade ground in commemoration of the 
birthday. Th e battle lasted about 20 min-
utes, and was witnessed by Portsmouth 
and Norfolk citizens. At Naval Station 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, the birthday was 
celebrated on the 12th, since a special 
liberty to Santiago had been arranged on 
the 10th. Th e morning activities included 
fi eld and water sports, and a shooting 
match. In the aft ernoon, the Marines won 
a baseball game, 9-8, over a Cuban team. 
In the evening, members of the command 
put on a variety show followed by four 
boxing bouts. 

Th e fi rst so-called “Birthday Ball,” 
such as suggested by Maj. McClellan, was 
probably held in 1925 in Philadelphia. No 
records have been located of one prior 

to 1925. Guests included the Secretar-
ies of War and Navy, Maj. Gen. Lejeune, 
famous statesmen, soldiers, and sailors. 
Th e principle event was the unveiling 
of a tablet on the site of Tun Tavern in 
Philadelphia. Th e tablet was a gift  from 
the Th omas Roberts Reath Post, Ameri-
can Legion, whose membership was 
composed exclusively of Marines. Th e cel-
ebration was held in conjunction with the 
annual convention of the Marine Corps 
League. A parade included Marines, 
Regular Army, and Navy detachments, 
National Guard, and other military orga-
nizations. Th e evening banquet was held 
at the Benjamin Franklin Hotel and a ball 
followed at the Bellevue-Stratford. 

It is not possible to determine precisely 
when the fi rst cake ceremony was held, 
but the fi rst on record was held at Marine 
Barracks, Washington, D.C., in 1937. 
Commandant Maj. Gen. Th omas Hol-
comb presided at an open house for Ma-
rine Corps offi  cers. Ceremonies included 
the cutting of a huge cake designed aft er 
the famous Tun Tavern. 

From 1937, observances of the Ma-
rine Corps Birthday appeared to develop 

spontaneously throughout the Corps as if 
they had a life of their own. Th e celebra-
tions were publicized through every 
media. Newsreels, motion pictures, and 
displays were prepared to summarize the 
history of the Corps. In 1943, standard 
blank Marine Corps scrapbooks were 
forwarded to all districts to be fi lled with 
168th anniversary clippings, scripts, pic-
tures, programs, and other memorabilia, 
and returned to Headquarters. Unfortu-
nately none of these scrapbooks remain in 
offi  cial fi les. 

In 1951, a formal birthday ball pageant 
was held at Headquarters Marine Corps. 
Similar to the pageant today, the script 
described the Marines’ period uniforms 
and the cake ceremony. 

In 1952, Commandant of the Marine 
Corps Gen. Lemuel C. Shepherd Jr., di-
rected that the celebration of the Marine 
Corps Birthday be formalized throughout 
the Corps, and provided an outline for 
the cake ceremony, as well as other formal 
observances. Th is outline was included 
in the Marine Corps Drill Manual, and 
approved in 1956. 

Traditionally, the fi rst piece of birth-

day cake is presented to the oldest 
Marine present, and the second piece 
to the youngest Marine present. When 
and where this tradition began remains 
unknown. Some records indicate this 
practice, and others vary it depending 
on the dignitaries present at the ball. 
First pieces of cake have been presented 
to newlyweds, the Secretary of the Navy, 
governors, and others, but generally 
speaking, the fi rst pieces of cake go to the 
oldest and youngest Marines at the ball. 

At present, celebrations of the Marine 
Corps Birthday on Nov. 10 diff er at posts 
and stations throughout the Corps. All 
commemorations include the reading of 
Marine Corps Order 47, and the Com-
mandant’s message to those assembled. 
Most commands sponsor a birthday ball 
of some sort, complete with pageant and 
cake ceremony as prescribed in the Ma-
rine Corps Manual. 

Like the Corps itself, the birthday ball 
developed from simple origins to become 
the polished, professional function that 
all Marines commemorate on Nov. 10 
around the world.
Source: Marine Corps Historical Division

Illustration by Staff Sgt. Scott Dunn and Cpl. Samuel B. Valliere

Unrenowned facts about famous birthday celebration
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Flood, from pg. 1 
According to Walker, around 4 a.m., 

a car stalled in the fl ooded subway. 
Th e driver safely exited her car and ap-
proached Walker at Gate 4. About 20 min-
utes later, Walker heard another woman 
screaming.

“At fi rst, I didn’t know what was hap-
pening,” said Walker. He said a woman 
was yelling, “Help me! Please, help me!” 

Witnesses from the nearby Vietnam 
Veterans of San Diego shelter, whose 
residences and offi  ce spaces suff ered 
fl ood damage, said they heard the same 
distress. 

With streetlights on inside the With-
erby Street subway below Pacifi c Highway, 
Walker said all he could see was Miranda 
holding her purse sitting on water. She 
was actually on the roof of her Ford Focus, 
which was submerged in six feet of water. 
When she had driven in the water, the 
engine died and the car began fl oating. 
Miranda said she climbed out when she 
felt water around her ankles.

Walker called for backup and MPs ar-
rived to man the gate. With rain pouring, 
Walker, a husband and father, removed 
his police gear, swam to a frantic Miran-
da, and tried to calm her.

“(Lance Cpl. Walker) kept talking to 
me and telling me to relax,” Miranda told 
local TV reporters through Spanish inter-
preter Lance Cpl. Oscar Gonzalez-Millan. 
“He saved my life. Without him, I would 
have drowned because I don’t know how 
to swim. I thank God and Daniel for help-
ing me.”

Walker said there was no technique to 
his rescue: “She grabbed on, choking me. 
I thought, ‘I guess we’re doing it this way.” 

He said a Samaritan proclaiming to 
be an off -duty paramedic approached the 
water on the other side of the rising fl ood, 
but Walker told him to get back. 

Th e shortest distance to safety was 
across the water from Gate 4, so Walker 
swam until he touched bottom and car-
ried Miranda to solid ground. 

Other than enduring some cold tem-
peratures, military police said Miranda 
and Walker suff ered no injuries. Police 
placed Miranda in a heated police car 
with some blankets and returned to the 
depot.

“Being at my post – being an MP, being 
a Marine – we’re fi rst responders. Th at’s our 
job,” said Walker. “I just thought someone 
needed help, and I was the man on duty.”

Th e fl ooded subway claimed three 
vehicles despite fl ashing signs warning 
motorists that it is “subject to fl ooding.” 
A measuring stick indicated water levels 
as high as eight feet at the tunnel’s mouth, 
and towing companies, local police and 
river rescue personnel helped recover 
the damage vehicles as rain and fl ooding 
subsided. 

Th e National Weather Service reported 
2.7 inches of rain Oct. 27 at neighboring 
Lindbergh Field, bringing October’s rain 
total to more than 4.5 inches, a record 
high. According to news reports, San 
Diego recently marked a record 181 days 
without measurable precipitation.

Th e depot was built on marshland in 
1919, and because the subway is at sea 
level less than two miles from San Diego 
Bay, locals think the combination of high 
tide and sludge moved by sudden, infre-
quent rains impairs drains and overworks 
pumps. 

(Left) Rosa Maria 
Miranda stands 
by the spare tire 
she salvaged after 
driving her Ford 
Focus into a flooded 
subway early Oct. 
27 near Marine 
Corps Recruit Depot 
San Diego’s main 
entrance. After 
the car sank, its 
trunk popped open 
and emptied the 
spare and other 
belongings. Lance 
Cpl. Daniel Walker 
rescued Miranda, 
a depot employee. 
She said she would 
have drowned if 
Walker did not come 
to her aid because 
she can’t swim. Staff 
Sgt. Scott Dunn/Chevron 
photos

After early, heavy rains, the Witherby Street 
subway to the depot’s Gate 4 floods to the 
8-foot marker at the subway’s entrance.

Lance Cpl. Daniel Walker, 27, a Marine Corps Recruit Depot military policeman, talks to TV reporters after he 
rescued Rosa Maria Miranda from her car, which submerged in a flooded subway under eight feet of water. 

Wrecker Miguel Velasquez comes up for air after hooking a 
swamped vehicle to his tow truck. After swimming in the polluted 
water and readying his wench, Velasquez had to unhook the car 
because it was the wrong one. 

River rescue worker James Birdsell helps retrieve vehicles lost in the flooded subway.

As rains let up and the subway drains, the first of three cars appears. The road flooded at 4 a.m. and reopened in the evening.
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acob Mahaff ey’s life was at a 
standstill. Full-time work as 
a pizza guy and three years of 
seemingly meaningless col-
lege wasn’t cutting it. Day-in, 
day-out, it was the same thing 
in Kewanee, Ill. He was stuck 
in the normality of his insipid 
small-town life.

“I was just sitting around 
the house thinking my life 

was going nowhere,” said Jacob. “Th en 
something clicked. Jeff  just graduated 
high school and was always talking about 
the Marines and how he couldn’t wait to 
go to boot camp.”

Big brother Jacob decided to join his 
18-year-old baby brother Jeff rey’s pilgrim-
age into the Corps.

“It seemed like a great idea,” said 21-
year-old Jacob. “I wasn’t doing anything 
important at home, and Jeff  was just the 
spark that made me realize it.”

Jeff  enlisted in December 2003, and 
only high-school graduation and a sum-
mer stood between him and the Corps. 
Jacob enlisted several months later, and 

the brothers shipped out on a buddy 
program.

“I knew I was going into the military,” 
said Jeff . “I didn’t know what branch, 
but then a Marine recruiter came to my 
school.”

Th e recruiter set up a Chin-up Chal-
lenge. Th e prize was a Marines key chain 
for 10 or more pull-ups, and the students 
lined up to show their stuff .

“I did 18 pull-ups,” said Jeff . “I’m not 
that big, and the bigger, athletic guys 
got really mad because they couldn’t do 
as many. It was funny, but that’s when I 
decided on the Marines.”

Five-foot-10-inch Jeff  is no stranger to 
athletics. He wrestled, played golf, pole-
vaulted and ran cross-country. Jacob was 
an all-state cross-country runner when he 
was in high school.

Th e brothers Mahaff ey arrived here 
three months ago for recruit training, and 
when they joined Platoon 1009, Company 
A, it wasn’t quite what they expected.

“We thought we’d get picked on 
because we’re brothers,” said Jacob. “Th at 
hasn’t happened at all though. I was sur-
prised – in a good way.”

“Th ey didn’t even know we were broth-
ers until we went up to Camp Pendleton,” 

said Jeff . “It’s really funny. We have four 
guys named Martinez in the platoon, and 
they’re not related. But Mahaff ey isn’t 
exactly a common name.”

Th e drill instructors realized the 
relation when they yelled for “Recruit 
Mahaff ey” to report, and they both came 
running.

Jeff  said it’s been great having his big 
brother in boot camp.

“Jacob’s a little older and he’s more 
mature,” said Jeff . “He helps keep me in 
line, but it’s also nice to just have a famil-
iar face.”

We’ve helped keep each other motivat-
ed,” Jacob agreed. “It’s nice to look across 
the squad bay and see my brother there. 
On square-away time, or whenever we get 
to talk a little, we remind each other of 
funny stories or great dinners our mom 
cooked. I have a piece of home here with 
me. If Jeff  wasn’t here, I cant imagine how 
much more homesick I’d be. It’s memo-
ries and motivation.”

Th e Mahaff eys’ drill instructors see 
them as good Marines, with a positive 
future in the Corps. 

“Th ey are both above-average re-
cruits,” said Sgt. Alexander Ferguson, a 
Platoon 1009 drill instructor. “I made the 

older one a platoon scribe because he is 
mature and organized, and the younger 
one follows along. Th ey infl uence each 
other positively here and I think they’ve 
carried each other through.”

Jeff  graduates today as a private, and 
Jacob graduates a private fi rst class before 
he goes to logistics school in North Caro-
lina. Jeff  will go to the Infantry Training 
Battalion, then security forces training in 
Norfolk, Va. Th e brothers and life-long 
friends will split up and fulfi ll their own 
destinies in the Corps.

“I want to retire as a Marine,” said Ja-
cob. “My step dad is big on saving money 
for retirement and he said the Marine 
Corps is a great way to retire. I agree with 
him.”

“As of now, I can’t picture myself doing 
anything else,” said Jeff . “I think I’ll stay 
in for a long time, but I’m not 100-percent 
sure yet.”

In most scenarios, the little brother 
follows his older brother, but now the 
tables have turned.

“If it wasn’t for Jeff  joining, I’d prob-
ably still be stuck delivering pizza with no 
degree in the ‘hog capitol of the world,’” 
said Jacob. “I’m glad he is so motivated. 
It’s enough to change my life.”

 S. L L
Chevron staff 

Coming to the drill fi eld, Staff  Sgt. Jean-
Yonel Ulceus brought with him a vision: Set 
a standard that other drill instructors may 
follow. 

Now every DI in the Marine Corps can 
see the bar.

Th e Company A DI’s standard recently 
earned him Drill 
Instructor of the Year. 
Ulceus beat out the 
nominee from MCRD 

Parris Island, S.C., aft er Marine Corps of-
fi cials conducted the drill instructor of the 
year board Monday at Marine Corps Base 
Quantico, Va.

Humble about his accomplishments, 
Ulceus said, “It is an honor, but I can’t lose 
sight of what got me here. I’m blessed for be-
ing surrounded by great people. You have no 
choice but to elevate your own style.” 

Ulceus said DIs must have a passion 
for what they do, and he has been true to 
himself and has not emulated just one other 
person.

Becoming a beacon for others to follow 
started early for Ulceus, but it took a good 
mentor to light the way. For that, Ulceus 
credits the senior drill instructor from his 
fi rst training cycle.

“He treated me fairly, mentored me and 
always carried himself in a professional 
manner,” said Ulceus. “Now I try to relay 
that to my drill instructors.”

Th at senior drill instructor, Staff  Sgt. 
Darnell T. Richardson, now the personnel 
chief at the Consolidated Personnel Ad-
ministration Center here, recalls Ulceus’s 
motivation.

“He had a vision,” said Richardson. “He 

didn’t want to be a basic drill instructor.”
Richardson said he was impressed by the 

new drill instructor.
“As an experienced drill instructor, I still 

learned from his work ethic and hunger for 
the drill fi eld,” said Richardson.

Born in Port-Au-Prince, Haiti, and later 
moving to Long Island, N.Y., Ulceus joined 
the Marine Corps when he was 19 years 
old. He has served for 10 years and has 
been married for eight. He has a son and a 
daughter.

Ulceus has earned several recognition 
awards while on the drill fi eld: MCRD San 
Diego DI of the Year, Senior DI of the Quar-
ter, DI of the Quarter, Dan Daly Award for 
best new DI, Gunnery Sgt. Nichols Award 
for most outstanding senior DI , and Band 
of Brothers Award for best DI team.

“I am excellent with working with other 
Marines and always had a good, professional 
working relationship with my Marines,” said 
Ulceus.

Hard work, passion and preparation 
placed Ulceus above all other drill instruc-
tors, but he maintains that he is no better 
than the others.

His fi rst sergeant says Ulceus is a shoe-in 
for becoming a chief drill instructor.

“It wasn’t a hard choice to make him a se-
nior drill instructor. Now I have no problem 
in making him a chief,” said 1st Sgt. Carlos 
A. Reina, Company A. “He’s an outstanding 
Marine.” 

Ulceus hopes to take his experience and 
become an instructor at Drill Instructor 
School.

“Being a Marine is accepting challenges,” 
said Ulceus, “You have to keep the focus on 
training recruits and have everything else 
revolve around that.”

DI
SPOTLIGHT

Pvt. Jeff Mahaffey, Platoon 1009, gave his older brother Jacob the idea to join the Marines with him. Mahaffey said having big brother in boot camp is great. Lance Cpl. Jess Levens/Chevron photos

RECRUIT 
SPOTLIGHT

Little brother 
big influence
Eager sib hauls older bro from rut

Pfc. Jacob Mahaffey, a Platoon 1009 scribe, calculates test scores from Company A’s 
practical examination test Oct. 28 at Burke Hall.

Mud, from pg. 2
“Th e crowd ate it up,” said Breeden. “He electrifi ed the 

runners and brought that element that had been missing 
from the race,” he said.

Th roughout the race, Ermey lambasted the lazy and 
mocked those whom he called “sand-baggers,” picking 
them out from a crowd and calling them out. “Hey you 
with the black shirt! Yeah, I’m talking to you! Oh, don’t 
make any eff ort to get over that obstacle.”

In between skewerings, Ermey motivated and praised 
those he thought were running their hearts out and gave 
out praise grudgingly, so as not to be confused with being 
a nice guy. Oft en, in a split second, his persona went from 
“Obi Wan” to “Darth Vader” faster than it took runners to 
wipe the mud and spit from their face.

If Ermey’s verbal abuse wasn’t enough challenge for run-
ners, the course had plenty more to give them. Runners had 
to overcome a course that Kevin Peaker, a Bakersfi eld resident 
and four-time racer, described as “six miles on steroids.”

Since its inception, the 6.2-mile Volkslauf has been 
called one of the most grueling tests of individual physical 
and mental endurance. To survive and claim victory, par-
ticipants had to slosh and slog through fi ve million gallons 
of water, mud and more than 50 obstacles like the half-mile 
long, 4-foot deep, 8-foot wide twisting, turning, mud-fi lled 
trench aptly named Devil Dog’s Ditch. Runners also had to 
cross hurdles and berms, low-crawl through tunnels and 
pits, rise over ladders, and advance over swings and rope 
climbs to reach the fi nal obstacle called “Happy Valley,” 
a slow and nightmarish quarter-mile slog through waist-
deep water and two feet of mud as thick as molasses.

“Th ere is no tougher mud run,” said Breeden. “Th ose who 
race are guaranteed to walk away a little sore, a little bruised, 
but very satisfi ed in their accomplishment,” he said.

Peaker agreed. Th e self-described old man with bad 
knees said he was terrifi ed the fi rst time he ran Volkslauf 
four years ago. “Every time I have fi nished this race I really 
felt as if I had accomplished something,” said Peaker. “I will 
never fear a regular 10K race again,” he said.

Peaker said there is no better place to spend a Saturday 
morning and that he will continue to race as long as his 46 
year-old body and weak knees will let him.

“Mud, water, fear, and humiliation … what more could 
you ask for?”

A Marine stays above water through the final obstacle, euphemistically 
known as “Happy Valley,” a deep water-filled trench, during the annual 
10-kilometer challenge in Bakersfield, Calif. Staff Sgt. Sergio Jimenez/LA PAO photos

A Marine from Marine Corps Air Station 
Miramar, Calif., scales one of the 50 
obstacles.

Christopher McDaniel, left,  and Danny 
Martinez, poolees from the Marine Corps 
Recruiting Substation Bakersfield’s Delayed 
Entry Program, help fellow poolee Miguel 
Sanchez over an obstacle.

San Diego’s top DI earns Corps’ ’04 honors

Before taking the Corps’ Drill Instructor of the Year honors by besting Marine 
Corps Recruit Depot Parris Island, S.C.’s nominee, Company A’s Staff Sgt. Jean-
Yonel Ulceus was San Diego’s top DI. Sgt. Len Langston/Chevron
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Q: What’s your 
favorite sports 
team?

Pfc. Alan Hill Jr.
Sacramento, Calif.

A: Sacramento 
Kings

COMPANY CURIOSITIES Here’s how men from Alpha Company answered Chevron’s 
random questions about their interests and boot camp experiences:

Q: What’s the 
scariest moment 
in recruit training?

Pfc. Andrew 
Paxson
Mountain Home, 
Ark. 

A: The bus ride 
here.

Q: What was the 
funniest moment 
in recruit training?

Pvt. Justin 
Garrison
Maxwell, Iowa

A: The guide was 
doing pull-ups in his 
towel and it fell off.

Q: What did you 
miss most from 
civilian life?

Pvt. Chrisanto 
Martinez
Modesto, Calif.

A: My mothers 
cooking. She’s the 
best cook in the 
world.

Q: What was the 
hardest civilian 
habit to break?

Pfc. Samuel Hand
Provo, Utah

A: Walking slow 
and just passing 
people and saying 
nothing.

MARINE CORPS RECRUIT DEPOT
& WESTERN RECRUITING REGION

Commanding General
BRIG. GEN. J. M. PAXTON JR. 

Sergeant Major 
SGT. MAJ. F. E. PULLEY

RECRUIT TRAINING REGIMENT
Commanding Officer 
COL. W. M. CALLIHAN

Sergeant Major
SGT. MAJ. M. L. SHEPARD 

Regimental Drill Master
GUNNERY SGT.  P. DOMINGUEZ JR.

Parade Adjutant
CAPT. W. P. BROWN

Narrator
GUNNERY SGT. C. WALKER

MARINE BAND SAN DIEGO
Band Officer

CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER E. M. HAYES

Band Master
MASTER SGT. D. W. PRICE

COLOR GUARD
SGT. J. D BROWN

SGT. J. L MARQUEZ
PFC. D. J. RODRIGUEZ

PVT. J. LEON

Platoon 1015
COMPANY HONORMAN
Pfc. C. J. Ruiz
Visalia, Calif.
Recruited by 
Staff Sgt. J. Granado

Platoon 1011
SERIES HONORMAN
Pfc. R. R. Garcia
San Antonio
Recruited by 
Staff Sgt. A. Lopez

Platoon 1009
PLATOON HONORMAN
Pfc. K. K. Kacir
Rogers, Texas
Recruited by 
Sgt. R. A. Baetz

Platoon 1010
PLATOON HONORMAN
Pfc. A. W. Barker
Lansing, Mich.
Recruited by 
Staff Sgt. J. A. Singleton

Platoon 1013
PLATOON HONORMAN
Pfc. D. D. Gallow
Houston
Recruited by 
Sgt. C. Thomas

Platoon 1014
PLATOON HONORMAN
Pfc. C. M. Molinder
Indianapolis
Recruited by 
Staff Sgt. M. G. Vickers

Platoon 1011 
HIGH PFT (300)
Pfc. C. Leyburn
Vancouver, Wash.
Recruited by 
Staff Sgt. C. Harrop

ALPHA COMPANYALPHA COMPANY
Retired Col. John J. Kelly

PARADE REVIEWING OFFICER

Col. John J. Kelly was commissioned 
a second lieutenant in the U.S. Army on 
June 6, 1962, upon graduation from the U.S. 
Military Academy, West Point, N.Y. 

Following training at the Basic Offi  cer’s 
Course and Airborne School, Kelly was 
assigned as an artillery offi  cer in Munich, 
Germany.

In July 1966, Kelly attended the Field 
Artillery Offi  cers Advanced Course and 
was assigned as an artillery advisor to the 
IV Corps of the Republic of Vietnam in the 
Mekong Delta from May 1967 to May 1968. 

Following his tour in Vietnam, Kelly 
attended Texas A&M University where 

he received a master’s degree in nuclear 
engineering. He served as an instructor at 
the inter-service Nuclear Weapons School 
at Sandia Base, New Mexico until 1973. In 
January 1974, Kelly transferred to the Re-
public of Korea and served as the artillery 
staff  nuclear weapons offi  cer for I Corps.

Following completion of the Armed 
Forces Staff  College, he was assigned to the 
I Cavalry Division in Fort Hood, Texas and 
served as operations offi  cer and executive 
offi  cer for 1st Battalion, 82nd Artillery. In 
July 1978, Kelly transferred to Allied Forces 
Central Europe in Neubrucke, Germany, 
where he served as the nuclear weapons 
planner. 

In March 1979, Kelly assumed command 
of 3rd Battalion, 16th Field Artillery, 8th In-
fantry Division in Baum Holder, Germany. 

In 1981, he was transferred to the U.S. Army 
Concepts Analysis Agency where he served 
as the operations offi  cer. 

From 1982 until his retirement in 1987, 
Kelly served in the Pentagon as Program 
Management Offi  cer and Division Chief for 
the Nuclear Weapons Division for the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff .

Kelly’s personal decorations include the 
Defense Superior Service Medal, the Bronze 
Star, the Purple Heart, three Meritorious 
Service Medals, the Joint Service Commen-
dation Medal, the Army Commendation 
Medal, and the Air Force Commendation 
Medal. He currently resides in Springfi eld, 
Va., with his wife of 39 years, the former 
Kaye Rasmussen. Th ey have three children 
and six grandchildren.

Platoon 1015 
HIGH SHOOTER (235)
Pvt. N. J. Darrah
Ft. Wayne, Ind.
Recruited by
Gunnery Sgt. W. Yables

FIRST RECRUIT TRAINING 
BATTALION
Commanding Offi cer
Lt. Col. B. S. Blankenship 
Chaplain 
Lt. Cmdr. M. G. Mueller
Sergeant Major 
1st Sgt. J. M. Gonzales
Battalion Drill Master
Staff Sgt. D. L. Tompkins

COMPANY A
Commanding Offi cer
Capt. S. J. Kelly
Company First Sergeant 
1st Sgt. C. A. Reina 
Company Corpsman
Seaman C. Salcedo

SERIES 1009
Series Commander
Capt. J. E. Logan
Series Gunnery Sergeant
Gunnery Sgt. M. J. Brewer

SERIES 1013
Series Commander
Capt. D. Moore 
Series Gunnery Sergeant
Staff Sgt. C. E. Gutierrez

PLATOON 1009
Senior Drill Instructor
Sgt. G.G. Puccini
Drill Instructors
Sgt. J. A. Valenzuela
Sgt. A. Ferguson
Sgt. C. B. Smith

Pvt. M. D. Acosta
Pfc. M. T. Adams 
Pfc. J. Almodovar
Pvt. J. M. Ambris
Pfc. A. R. Bankhead
Pvt. J. D. Barnes
Pfc. R. M. Bauman
Pfc. F. J. Bravo
Pvt. C. W. Brown
Pfc. M. J. Budd
Pvt. B. J. Buysee
Pfc. V. H. Catalan
Pvt. M. S. Cienfuegos 
Pvt. J. Colon
Pfc. J. J. Coronado
Pvt. S. C. Culp
Pvt. J. R. Dude
Pfc. T. D. Galluzi
Pvt. A. J. Garcia 
Pvt. J. Garcia
Pvt. F. A. Garciahiguera
Pvt. J. M. Garrison
Pfc. B. C. Glays
Pvt. S. P. Gnotsavath
Pvt. A. C. Gonzalez
Pfc. L. L. Gourley
Pvt. V. J. Guardiola
Pfc. S. L. Hand
Pvt. W. Hansen
Pvt. B. A. Hartnell
Pvt. M. K. Haslam
Pfc. J. D. Hawkins
Pvt. D. J. Herm 
Pvt. E. R. Hoffman
Pvt. J. R. Homstad
Pvt. A. Hurtado
Pvt. A. P. Jackson
Pvt. Z. J. Jamieson

Pvt. M. A. Jaramillo-Ahumada
Pvt. D. A. Jeffrey
Pvt. C. S. Johnson
Pfc. K. K. Kacir 
Pfc. J. K. Kesselmark 
Pvt. R. H. Kim
Pvt. C. J. Kudrna
Pvt. R. W. Litton
Pvt. C. C. Lloyd
Pvt. D. L. Lodes
Pvt. O. L. Lopez
Pvt. M. T. R. Maestas 
Pvt. J. A. Mahaffey
Pfc. J. R. Mahaffey
Pvt. S. D. Marshall 
Pvt. E. M. Martinez
Pvt. E. D. Martinez
Pvt. C. A. Martinez
Pvt. P. A. Martinez
Pfc. P. G. Marzillo
Pvt. J. W. Matthews
Pvt. K. D. Mayfi eld 
Pvt. T. W. McCarty 
Pvt. S. M. McDermott
Pvt. M. K. McKay
Pfc. I. J. McKenzie
Pfc. J. C. Meadows 
Pfc. G. D. Moorman 
Pfc. I. Moralesrodriguez
Pvt. D. L. Musgrave
Pfc. J. W. Neal
Pvt. C. T. Nguyen 
Pfc. N. J. Nila 
Pvt. F. A. Ocasio
Pvt. Z. Ohler
Pfc. C. Palfreyman
Pvt. W. L. Pettengill 
Pfc. J. W. Piazza
Pvt. B. D. Schneider

PLATOON 1010
Senior Drill Instructor 
Staff Sgt. B. C. Hester
Drill Instructors
Staff Sgt. A. F. Mora
Sgt. C. Baeza

Pvt. S. W. Abril 
Pvt. D. L. Adams 
Pvt. D. J. Ahlders 
Pfc. W. R. Amorella 
Pvt. B. T. Anderson 
Pvt. J. V. Anderson 
Pfc. L.O. Ariasmendez 
Pvt. A.S. Atkins 
Pvt. J. A. Augustyn 
Pvt. S. C. Bacon 
Pvt. Z. T. Barnhart
Pfc. A. W. Barker 
Pfc. J. A. Best 
Pfc. L.S. Bolinger 
Pvt. M. T. Boucher 
Pvt. H. E. Bouldin 
Pvt. S. R. Brackett 
Pvt. J. S. Bruns 
Pvt. J. J. Bujalski 
Pvt. J. D. Burrill 
Pvt. J. W. Casto 
Pfc. K.T. Collins 
Pvt. J. M. Cook 
Pvt. K. G. Danielson 
Pvt. N. M. Darga 
Pvt. E. I. Day 
Pvt. D. W. Degesualdo 
Pfc. J. A. Delgado 
Pvt. J. E. Dowdell 
Pvt. D. C. Eaton 

Pvt. Z. W. Eldred 
Pvt. R. A. Faulkner 
Pfc. L. G. Flores 
Pfc. C. M. Gillum 
Pvt. M. J. Goguen 
Pvt. E. J. Gott
Pvt. C. M. Grantham 
Pvt. B. E. Grass 
Pfc. A. R. Guzman
Pvt. J. J. Harris 
Pvt. J. J. Hasenyager
Pfc. D. L. Jenkins
Pvt. T. A. Johnson
Pvt. J. W. Johnson
Pvt. U. M. Jones
Pfc. G. K. Jones
Pvt. C. F. Jurgens
Pfc. R. M. Kruse
Pvt. M. P. Labee
Pfc. M. Lopez
Pfc. A. J. Lundeen
Pvt. B. K. Magourik
Pvt. J. M. Martin
Pvt. B. C. McKibben
Pvt. J. A. Miears
Pvt. M.E. Miller
Pvt. K. W. Monroe
Pvt. C. J. Morris
Pvt. R. K. Murphy
Pfc. C. G. Nelson
Pfc. T. A. Newell
Pvt. D. R. Orr
Pfc. J. J. Ortiz Salcedo
Pvt. A. B. Pacheco
Pvt. J. S. Payne
Pvt. Z. G. Peel
Pfc. K. A. Penton
Pvt. M. M. Petersen
Pfc. D. D. Petrosky
Pvt. C. D. Quintanilla
Pvt. J. C. Reynolds
Pvt. S. M. Roche
Pfc. D. W. Rogers
Pvt. R. M. Ruiz
Pvt. N. J. Schuler
Pfc. W. J. Skyes
Pfc. D. J. Woodruff

PLATOON 1011
Senior Drill Instructor 
Staff Sgt. J. Y. Ulceus 
Drill Instructors

Gunnery Sgt. M. Delacruz
Staff Sgt. V. J. Gutierrez
Sgt. C. Cartagena

Pvt. M. Aceto
Pvt. J. Alamillo 
Pvt. J. Allison
Pvt. M. Almendarez
Pfc. N. Anderson
Pvt. J. Beahan
Pvt. D. Best 
Pvt. D. J. Blake
Pfc. R. E. Bolda
Pfc. D. A. Diego
Pvt. N. C. Breid 
Pvt. R. G. Butler
Pvt. W. L. Castro
Pvt. C. T. Cutler
Pfc. D. R. Dagan
Pvt. B. C. Davis 
Pfc. J. J. Dominguez
Pfc. Z. S. Emmett
Pvt. J. D. Fannin
Pfc. R. R. Garcia
Pvt. V. Garcia
Pfc. R. J. Gracia
Pvt. R. L. Grasser
Pvt. E. L. Haynes Jr.
Pfc. L. B. Holler
Pvt. J. R. Honda
Pfc. E. R. Humphrey
Pvt. L. J. Ingle
Pfc. J. L. Johnson
Pvt. B. D. Kerkow
Pvt. R. D. King
Pvt. J. L. Kloppe
Pfc. B. J. Koontz
Pvt. J. C. Lake
Pvt. B. L. Lane
Pfc. C. Leyburn
Pvt. J. C. Linayao
Pvt. S. R. Lipetzky
Pfc. F. W. Liu
Pvt. B. H. Lucy
Pfc. R. D. Lueckeman Jr.
Pvt. M. R. Magnuson
Pvt. I. J. Martinez
Pfc. C. M. Mattison
Pvt. N. I. McGregor
Pvt. T. J. McKibben
Pvt. J. L. Meechan
Pfc. M. J. Messmore

Pfc. B. P. Midgett
Pvt. C. R. Monroe
Pvt. B. L. Mouirhead
Pvt. T. C. Naugle
Pfc. A. J. Nguyen
Pvt. C. S. Obrien
Pvt. E. D. Oden
Pvt. P. S. Osterman
Pvt. J. D. Perez
Pvt. P. M. Pete
Pfc. J. T. Pharr
Pvt. R. D. Rasmussen
Pvt. G. J. Rizk
Pvt. J. R. Robledo-Delgado
Pfc. J. M. Rocco
Pvt. C. R. Rodriguez
Pfc. M. R. Rosales
Pvt. M. B. Ross
Pfc. N. K. Schiele
Pfc. B. D. Sheffi eld
Pvt. T. F. Sievers
Pvt. J. L. Simanson
Pvt. R. A. Sloat Jr.
Pfc. D. S. Stavena
Pvt. D. J. Stevenson
Pvt. J. S. Stone
Pvt. N. J. Stonesifer
Pvt. D. T. Sweeney
Pvt. R. A. Tatum
Pvt. R. C. Thomas Jr.
Pvt. D. J. Tirasedtanun
Pfc. B. J. Vierling
Pfc. P. S. Wallace

PLATOON 1013
Senior Drill Instructor
Staff Sgt. C. Gomez
Drill instructors
Sgt. V. L. Jarvis
Sgt. J. K. Miller
Sgt. D. G. Dobson Jr.

Pvt. J. T. Altman
Pfc. J. R. Anderson
Pfc. S. D. Argueta
Pfc. C. AyalaAcevedo
Pvt. C. P. Barret
Pfc. P. J. Beltran
Pfc. J. Bolanos
Pvt. T. J. Boyer
Pfc. M. A. Breckenridge
Pfc. G. J. Bullard
Pfc. D. M. Carolino
Pvt. J. A. Cedusky
Pfc. J. V. Cepeda 
Pvt. M. H. Chapman
Pvt. K. R. Chesney
Pvt. A. Douangdara
Pvt. D. Escobedo
Pvt. L. A. Figueroa
Pvt. V. M. Flores
Pfc. M. G. Forsmann
Pvt. O. D. Franco
*Pfc. D. D. Gallow
Pvt. C. D. Gonzales
Pvt. J. L. Greinke
Pfc. J. C. Guess
Pvt. J. M. Harper

Pvt. A. J. Hefty
Pvt. V. G. Hernandez
Pvt. I. B. HernandezAbrego
Pvt. T. R. Jackson
Pvt. T. W Janda
Pvt. E. L. Lajeunesse
Pvt. P. E Lindquist
Pvt. D. Lopez
Pfc. J. R. Loya
Pfc. J. R. Luis
Pvt. J. Y. Martinez
Pvt. M. C. Matsche
Pvt. J. M. Mauritho
Pvt. M. N. Mayer
*Pfc. R. Perez III
Pfc. T. C. Phillps
Pvt. D. J. Phillips
Pvt. C. T. Price
Pvt. C. A. Proffi tt
Pvt. E. Rocha-Zamora
Pvt. J. G. Rogers
Pvt. V. Sanchez-Gonzalez
Pvt. L. A. Schaeffer
*Pfc. B. E. Smart
*Pfc. M. R. Smith
Pvt. W. G. Spangler
Pvt. K. M. Spenla
Pvt. M. A. Standridge
Pfc. J. D. Stangel
Pvt. A. P. Stinnet
Pfc. A. A. Sugmad
Pvt. M. W. Szeto
Pvt. J. T. Telles
Pfc. A. D. Thomas
Pfc. M. E. Thornton
Pfc. L. F. Torres
Pvt. M. TorresDay
Pvt. S. L. Toth
Pvt. O. Trujillo
Pvt. R. M. Tuman
Pvt. T. J. Vankauwenberg
Pvt. A. Vargas-Salazar
Pvt. A. Vidales
Pvt. J. T. Viets
*Pfc. S. R. Villafana
Pvt. M. S. Villalpando
Pvt. R. Villapando
Pvt. E. T. Vroman
Pvt. T. J. Watten
Pvt. D. S. Welch

PLATOON 1014
Senior Drill Instructor
Staff Sgt. A.L Rodriguez
Drill Instructors
Staff Sgt. S. G. Garcia
Staff Sgt. A. A. Magdaleno

Pvt. F. G. Ambunan
Pvt. J. J. Aragonespinoza
Pvt. V. A. Arredondo
Pvt. J. A. Bales
* Pfc. J. R. Beltran
Pvt. E. F. Blanco
Pvt. K. L. Bonbrake
Pvt. J. C. Cacace
Pfc. W. R. Cardona
Pvt. A. Castaneda

Pfc. J. A. Castillejo
* Pfc. J. D. Changinman
Pvt. C. L. Childress
Pvt. J. J. Christensen
Pfc. M. T. Clingerman
Pvt. D. A. Cook
* Pfc. R. Cortez
Pvt. C. A. Countryman
Pvt. J. M. Critchfi eld
Pvt. N. R. Curtis
Pvt. N. J. Darrah
Pvt. D. M. Dittmaier
Pfc. A. D. DuVall
Pfc. J. H. Fierros
Pvt. A. L. Flynn
Pfc. J. C. Forsythe
Pvt. C. M. Frascona
Pfc. A. Garcianunez
Pvt. A. A. Garza
Pvt. H. M. Garzon
Pvt. J. D. Getty
Pvt. P. E. Gibson
Pvt. J. Gonzalez-Baruch
Pvt. T. B. Gregory
Pvt. A. K. Grover
Pvt. A. Guerrero
Pvt. T. K. Guthrie
Pvt. M. J. Hedge
Pvt. R. E. High
Pfc. A. A. Hill
Pfc. A. S. Hinkle
Pvt. J. E. Horton
Pvt. D. E. Hubbard
Pvt. W. F. Isom
* Pfc. M. G. Jalbert
Pvt. R. J. Johnson
Pfc. P. T. Johnson
Pfc. M. D. Jones
Pfc. K. G. Keeney
Pfc. S. D. Kim
Pvt. A. Y. Lee
Pvt. J. Lim
Pvt. R. P. Manning
Pvt. J. M. McArthur
Pvt. G. R. McCoy
* Pfc. J. A. McFarland
Pvt. J. E. Miske
Pfc. C. M. Molinder
Pfc. L. A. Nelson
Pvt. I. Norales
Pvt. I. A. Nunezlazo
Pfc. A. L. Paxson
Pvt. M. A. Pelayo
Pvt. E. M. Perez
Pvt. A. Perez
Pfc. A. Quezadabeltran
Pfc. B. A. Ramos
Pvt. M. A. Riccio
Pvt. J. J. Ringo
Pfc. J. M. Robbins
Pvt. G. M. Rodriguez
Pvt. A. E. Rotramel
Pvt. M. E. Sanchez
Pvt. B. M. Schultz
Pvt. E. L. Shultz
Pfc. T. R. Stier
Pvt. J. P. Tamburello

PLATOON 1015
Senior Drill Instructor 
Staff Sgt. A. Dillard
Drill Instructors
Gunnery Sgt. A. Figueroa
Staff Sgt. L. B. Abanto
Staff Sgt. M. P. Baehr

Pvt. W. Anwar
Pvt. P. M. Anson 
Pvt. S. P. Armstrong
Pvt. W. T. Atherley 
Pvt. B. A. Bucklew
Pvt. N. J. Darrah
Pvt. M. R. Dentlinger
Pfc. D. C. Devargas
Pvt. J. D. Dixon
Pfc. K. M. Falley
Pfc. R. Flores
Pfc. J. E. Gebhart, Jr.
Pvt. M. D. Hann
Pvt. B. C. Hemphill
Pvt. J. Y. Huang
Pvt. J. A. Konrad
Pvt. D. L. Kwock

Pvt. J. Leon
Pvt. W. J. Mabrey
Pvt. J. D. Michek 
Pvt. S. Mom
Pvt. M. W. Musser
Pvt. E. J. Olivarez
Pvt. T. A. Peniston
Pvt. M. D. Phanle
Pvt. J. M. Pollack
Pfc. B. S. Pullan
Pvt. C. A. Radach
Pvt. M. A. Ramos Ramon
Pfc. M. T. Randall
Pvt. B. A. Ray
Pvt. E. Rivera
Pvt. M. C. Roberts
Pfc. D. J. Rodriguez
Pvt. M. A. Rodriguez
Pvt. J. L. Roschewski
Pfc. C. J. Ruiz
Pfc. N. A. Sackett
Pfc. E. Santiago
Pvt. N. D. Sawicki
Pvt. R. A. Sewell
Pvt. M. L. Shields
Pvt. J. B. Sietsema
*Pfc. S. M. Simon
Pvt. J. M. Slick
Pvt. D. A. Smith
Pfc. G. L. Smith
Pfc. L. N. Smith
Pvt. J. M. Squire
Pfc. S. R. Steffy
Pvt. M. B. Stokes

Pfc. J. E. Stout
Pvt. C. L. Summers
Pvt. T. J. Swidorski
Pvt. J. A. Sykes
Pvt. J. D. Taylor
Pvt. C. J. Trapp
Pvt. J. J. Trevino
Pvt. R. A. Trushkov
Pvt. J. Uzueta
Pvt. N. L. Van Kampen
Pvt. I. Velazquez
Pvt. E. Verdin
Pvt. D. G. Verhaert
Pfc. J. L. Wagner
Pvt. J. X. Wang
Pvt. D. N. Waters
Pvt. D. A. Weeks
Pvt. A. C. Wester
Pfc. J. C. Wharff
Pfc. J. A. Whitehead
Pvt. J. B. Whitmire
Pfc. J. L. Winterhoff
Pvt. A. J. Wolf
Pfc. J. A. Wolsey
Pfc. C. J. Wood
Pfc. E. M. Worth
Pvt. D. W. Wright 
Pvt. S. A. Zietz
Pvt. Z. P. Zobrist
Pfc. B. T. Zollner
Pvt. S. M. Zwart

*Meritorious promotion

Company A recruits perform first-aid techniques at their practical examination Oct. 28 at Burke Hall. The test also includes assembly of the M-16 A2 service rifle. Lance Cpl. Jess Levens/Chevron

Recruits from Company A wait to perform a rifle function check at the practical examination test Oct. 
28. Lance Cpl. Jess Levens/Chevron
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CG’S
CUP

 P. D M. G
Chevron staff 

D
ozens of spectators gathered at the recreation cen-
ter to watch Marines, Coast Guardsmen, and sail-
ors compete in the Commanding General’s Cup 
bowling league in its third of six weeks Monday. 

Th e team with the best record wins. 
Team Finance’s early lead in their fi rst 10 frames against 

number-one ranked Coast Guard 2 had the Coasties play-
ing on their toes, but the Coasties had more rolling experi-
ence and were the day’s victor aft er three matches. 

Finance captain and high scorer Cpl. Kyle J. Ochoa 
kept the team close with a three-game total of 463, but he 
couldn’t keep up with Coast Guard high scorer Chief Petty 
Offi  cer Jack Martincavage who had a total of 479. 

Coast Guard Petty Offi  cer 3rd Class Anthony L. Vot-
tero said, “We just came out and bowled the same way we 
always bowl and just had fun.” 

In the third match, Finance’s Lance Cpl. Ryan P. Glen-
nan stepped up his game for a good team start, but Petty 
Offi  cer 3rd Class Scott Sefranka did the same.

Th ough his team lost, Glennan said the league lets him 
do something fun at lunch and hang out with his buddies. 

Coasties rollers said they look forward to defending their 
ranking next week at the lunch hour. For more information 
about the CG’s Cup, call Rachel Dickinson at (619) 524-
0548, or e-mail her at rachel.dickinson@usmcmccs.org.

BOOTS OFF; 
LET’S ROLL

Coast Guard Petty Officer 3rd Class Scott Sefranka follows through after hurling his bowling ball down the lane, resulting in a spare. Pfc. Dorian M. Gardner/Chevron 

Marine boots line parallel with 
recreation center bowling balls. 
The Marines of Finance faced a 
top-placed Coast Guard team in 
the Commanding General’s Cup 
bowling tournament. Cpl. Edward R. 
Guevara Jr./Chevron

Sgt. Miguel Gonzalez, Finance, approaches before releasing his ball. Pfc. Dorian M. Gardner/Chevron


